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. A False View of Exccutive Duty. 1
i Mr. Bryax in criticising Governor |
| HuoHes for his veto of the two cent |
_ - fare bill BAYB:

“It he t;d signed the bill the railroads could | : province, is $600,000 a year.
 have protected themselves by recourse to the | talized sum “corresponding to that

the transformation of ocoupation into
incorporation ultimately to take place,
but with the proper formalities.

The proper formalities will be ob-
served if a congress is held to which
Austria is a party, and if through an-
tecedent private agreements of the
Powers directly concerned the an-
nexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and the independence of Bulgaria are
ratified, The work of the congress will
not stop there, however, for its organ-
izers have agreed that Turkey shall not
be called upon to pay the price of peace.
It is also admitted that Servia and Mon-
tenegro have grievanoces which deserve

redress, for 8o long as Bosnia—almost all’

of whose inhabitants are Serbs by race,
though they differ in religion—was only
provisionally occupied by Austria there
was always a hope that it might be re-
united with Servia and Montenegro in
a revival of the old Servian Empire.
Must the dream now be fenounced?
Not necessarily and utterly, if the con

necting region of Novibazar, which

Austria has just rétroceded to Turkey,
is absorbed by Servia.

How can such an absorption take
place without violating the principle
that Turkey must not be called upon to
suffer any further mutilation? Doubt~
less the matter can be compromised
by enabling Servia to offer such a sum
of money for Novibazar as Turkey
!would be disposed to accept. It is
likewise with money that Turkey is
expected to be prevailed upon to rec-
| ognize Bulgaria's independence. The
|interest on the funded debt of Eastern
Rumelia, which Bulgaria assumed
when she arbitrarily annexed that
The capi-

. courts, but when he veloed the bIll the peovle | opnount of interest should, of course,

. h.d B8O recourse.”

. This is the doctrine o1 those who in-
" sist that a Governor or Preside * should
 ganotion legislation which he believes
L to be unconstitutional and thus throw
upon the courts the burden of annulling
meént which is opposed to the

will of the people as expressed in their

" comstitutions. ‘

. The view of exccutive duty which ap-
. proves or tojerates such a course is per-
. piclous in the extreme. It is just as
mucl\ the duty of the President or a
Ommor to support the Constitution |
as it isithe duty of a court or judicial
officer to see that its provisions are not
infringed. All are bound by the same
oath in this fespect. If Governor
HuonEes had ever approved a bill which
he believed to be unconstitutional that
fact would be a conclusive argument
. against his reelection. Yet Mr. BRYAN
. intimates that he ought to have done
hat. very thing because, forsdoth, the
victims of the unconstitutional legis-
" lation which would be made tempor-|,
| arily effective by the Governor's ap-
:pawtl could have obtained redress in
| the courts!

Why should the courts, we would like
~ to know, be compelled to do what the
: Go r's intelligence told him it was

bh to do in the first instance?
' The obligation which rests upon the
executive, State or Federal, to prevent
any violation of the Constitution is as
imperative as that which rests upon
. the judicial branch of the Government;
_and any public man who teaches other-
wise, er expressly or by implication,
',' is destitute of any true comprehension
'~ of the principles of American law.

A European Congress Seemingly Cer-
tain.

An attempt is sometimes made in
tcxt books on international law to
sh between a conference and a
8. A conference, we are told,
meeting in which international
g 3 are distissed but which may
ﬂ ‘may mot come to an agreement on
: A oongress, on the other hand,
- -'b;pubﬂc body which ratifies and regis-
 delslons already reached in agree-
ments between particular Powers. Now
' Austria-Hungary has said repeatedly
that she would not enter a conference
M ﬁodd assume to discuss her an-
and Herzegovina,
irrevocable. She

5 of which shall have privately
3 w ratify that annexation in re-
fo':n oarmn concessions on Aus-

oduséd of Austria’s change in
m—adthmch not a change in
* gubstance, it is a change in principle
3 as well as form—has been, evidently,
her discovety that she could not control
_gither of her partners in the Triple
Alliance.. Italy let it be known early
ghe concurred with Russia, France
. apd Great Britain in holding that the
Berlin treaty could not be treated as
. waste paper at the option of ons of its
: es; and now even Germany
"hu annodinced a conviction that a
revision of the treaty requires the con-
- sent of all of the seven parties, namely,
" Russia, France, Great Britain, Germany,
- Italy, Turkey and Austria-Hungary.
~ As for the little southeastern Powers
" that profited by the Berlin treaty, Ru-
mania, Bulgaria, Greece, Servia and
- Montenegro, they in theory have noth-
ing to do with the matter.

.Now the assumption of this position
by Germany indicates that she was
. misjudged at the beginning of this
crisis. By those who are in the least |

be forthcoming, and- there will also
be claims afising out of Bulgaria’s
seizure of the Oriental Railway which
should be met. A foreign loan ade-
quate for the purpose could be pro-
cured, however, in Paris or London,
A financial equivalent otght also to be

R e e Btute and l‘ederﬂ'“ivcn to Turkey if the congress sanc-
W W8 Q 3 J :

tions the incorporation of Crete with
| the Greek Kingdom. Montenegro, for

her part, should be satisfied if she gets |

a strip of Novibazar and if Austria
renounces the species of control exer-

cised by her over the one Montonegrln |

seaport, Antivari.

There remains the question o! the
Dardanelles; but this according to a
telegram from London Mr, I8VOLSKY,
the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
is willing to withhold from the congress
and leave for private settlement with
Turkey and the Powers which are most
immediately interested.

A Campaign Superstition.

They raised a Taft and Sherman
“banner” in Washington the other day,
said to be the “largest campaign banner”
ever “flung to the breeze.” In writing
of these conventionalities of politics we
must use the conventional language
under penalty of being “flayed,” or at
least “excoriated.” Some 200 persons,
not one of whom can vote in Washing-
ton, watched the show. Whether the
money for the flag came from generous
unofficial purses or from Government
employees we are not informed, and it
is no matter. We merely wish to ask
of what good, what use, what benefit
to anybody not in the campaign banner
business a campaign banner is?

These hideous effigies of the candi-
dates—do they inspire anybody with a
desire to vote for them? TAFT as Mr,
TupMAN with a mustache, BRYAN with
the look of an Indian medicine man or

“yarb” doctor, KErRN with the face of a
dyspeptic pirate, SHERMAN as the Fat
Boy—to mention only a single aspect of
the kaleidoscopic panorama of absurdi-
ties and horrors which these campaign
banners “flaunt” in every eye.

What Republican with the faintest ray
of msthetic illumination can see a Taft
and Sherman “banner” without kwearing
to cast an indignant ballot for BRYAN and
KERN? What Democrat whose intellec-
tual apparatus is superior to that of
FINGY CONNERS can gaze on a Bryan
and Kern “banner” and not renounce the
monstrous idols there portrayed?

Let alone, where political portraiture
§s not used, the more or less of insult to
the American flag in tagging names to
it and making it a sort of party symbol.
Strange lingering superstition which
makes citiee and towns ugly, wastes
money—in a year when the
haven't any too much of it-——and makes
the judicious sick.

The Newport Conference.

We note the statement, irresponsible
of course and rather in the nature of
guesswork, that the Newport conference
last summer did not recommend any
changes in the construction of the war-
ships then building. We can well be-
lieve, however, that such is the fact,
and for obvious reasons. Butwhen this
perfectly rational postulate is followed
by the deduction that the conference
was overwhelmingly hostile to the pro-
teste and propositions of such sea-
going qfficers as Captain WiNsLow and
Commanders KEY, Hiun, SiMs and
others, we are ready to approve the now
general demand for a publication of the
real results of the symposium. Presi-
dent ROOSEVELT can achieve the con-
summation by a mere nod. Why does
he not do it?

1
familiar with the cautious and hesitant |

The whole country is interested in the
navy. The money for its construction
and maintenance comes out of the pock-
ots of the people. Why then should not

% character of the old Emperor FRANCIS | the nation be told exact:y what occurred

* JOSEPH it was taken for granted that|and have explained to it in simple and
Austria-Hungary would venture on no ; familiar terms the real significance of
bold step like the annexation of two |the occasion?

Turkish provinoes unless ehe had made |
wn beforehand her intention to tho|

Berlln Government and received an
approval of it. Without desiring to
. reflect on the present intellectual con-
dition of FRANCIS JOSEPH we feel con-
gtrained to say that according to the
; of evidence he either was not
”lhl in this business or else his |
native aversion 10 a high handed act |
. was overborne. There is reason to
I believe that Germany knew nothing
* of Austria’s purpose arbitrarily toannex
. the two Turkish provinces at this time,

- -—

hough she may well have expected

As far back as December, 1003, Mr.
RooskvELT advocated in his message
|to Congress “the establishment by law
'of a body of trained offieers who shall
lexercise a systematio ooptrol of the

military affairs of the navy and be
lever, although the inevitable progress

the authorized advisers of the Secretary
concerning it.” The Hon. WiLLiaMm H,
Moom’ then SBecretary, went before the
| Naval Committee of the House with

“a bill to increase the efficiency of the
navy" framed with a view to the Presi-
dent's earnest recommendations, He
| was followed by the Admiral of the Navy
‘und by the chiefs of three bureaus rep-

I N ST e A SeE TR LN VAR .

resenting the oombcunt of the
service. The bill was prom antag-
onized by five noncombatant bureau
chiefs—the “land admirals” as they
are called—one of whom, the Chief of
the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts,
the Paymaster-General in fact, pub-
lished an article attacking the Presi-
dent's scheme. The bill was presented
to the Naval Committee on April 11,
1004, and has not since seen the light of
day. The question now before us,
therefore, is whether the Newport con-
ference, composed for the most part of
seagoing navy officers, sustained the
President in his plea for increased effi-
clency or upheld the noncombatant
“admirals” in their demand for a perpet-
uation of the bureau system. That is
what it comes to, Their vote' with
reference to ships already under con-
strfiction, if indeed they voted on the
subject, is not important. It is their
attitude toward the battleships of the
future that concerns the country. Did
they or did they not in effect recommend
that the plans for these ships shall be
submitted to such a body as the Presi-
dent advocated in December, 1803, or
did they maintain silence in that respect
or actually seal with their deliberate
approval the stupid, futile, costly and
generally unintelligible arrangement
that prevails to-day?

It will be worth something to. have
authoritative light on this point, We
are fairly well acquainted with the work
of the existing system. We know that
plans and specifications for an “all big
gun” battleship superior to the British
Dreadnought were submitted to our
Navy Department some time before the
keel of the English vessel waa laid down.
And we know that our Goverpment is
now imitating Great Britain, whereas we
might easily have led. The Dreadnought
was launched last year. Our imitations
will be launched next year—perhaps.
And this foolish and grotesque—not to
say humiliating—situation clearly re-
sults from the domination of the “land
admirals” in naval afTairs.

What, then, did the Newport confer-
ence agree upon as regards the future?
Why yeil the proooedlngs in a cloud?

The Great Conspiracy.

The Grand Young Man has been on
his travels in Oklahoma, and after en-
during in silence the persecution of his
enemies until even his ‘superhuman
patience is exhausted he has exposed
their perfidious conduct:

“ MCALSSTER, Okla., Oct. 17.—United States
Senator BEVERIDOE, who spoke at McAlester
to-day, declared that the Rock Island rallroad
had purposely delayed his traln throughout Okla-
homa, breaking up his itinerary, In retallation on
account of his voting for the rate bill In the United
States Senate.

This is but one of the indignities and
dangers to which Mr. BEVERIDGE is ex-
posed. It is well known to him that the
remorseless employers of child labor
have & corps of analytic chemists wait-
ing an opportunity to put poison in
his coffee cup. Other minions of the
debauched and relentless corruptionists
lie in wait to sandbag and blackjack
him, to stab or smother him, to draw
and quarter him. He knows no peace
or safety.

Meanwhile the fool killer is on Mr,
BEVERIDGE'S tsail and at last reports
was gaining rapidly.

The Return to the Volice.

The dual impresarioship of the Met-
ropolitan Opera House is just now
absorbed in one problem. That is to
increase to their maximum the possible
appearances of a tenor, They know
that golden voice means greater pros-
perity to the institution than any other
power it controls. If it were possible
to human vocal cords the singer would
appear twice as often as he does, and
his managers would be happy. Finan-
cial success at least would be insured.
Even in the days of art for art's sake
in opera this will not be despised.

There is a contrast to this situation
which cannot fail to suggest itsell to
those familiar with the state of affairs
at the Metropolitan some years ago.
The German dynasty of LEoroLD DAM-
ROSCH and ANTON SEIDL introduced
the works of RICHARD WAGNER here
and operagoers were long happy under
their spell. These music dramas are
not alone the creation of a genius who
rebelled against the undramatic forms
of the Italian composers. Their ob-
jective effect is to interest the hearer

parties [in the drama &s it is expressed in the

music to a degree that excludes the pre-
ponderance of the interpreters. It was
the work there that the German régime
taught New York,audiences to love,
and inevitably the singers passed from
the important place they had_hKeld in
the old (ryu of star Italian opera. There
was theh reasonable ground for pride
in the improved attitude of our opera
audiences before a masterpiece. It
was no longer this tenor or that soprano
who was alone potent to attract the
public. In the consulship of MAURICE
GRaU there was an effort to impart this
spirit of artistic interpretation to other
works than the Wagner repertory. It
was successful to some extent, and the
teachings of the Wagner dynasty here—
for that was the notable achievement
of the Metropolitan's German admin-
istration—seemed to be permanent in
their results,

Then the witchery of a voice put to
confusion all who flattered themselves
that New York was not going to faorget
them. The interest it had learned to
feel in the work rather than in its in-
terpreters, its rejection of the old theory
that one singer could make the opera
satisfactory and its indifference to the
others all diasppeared when there came
once more on the scene a voioce capable
of making history repeat itself in sub-
jecting the opera of the day to the dom-
ination of one man,

Such a state of affairs was never ex-
pected to come again into existence
here. It i8 an actual condition, how-

of recent years has made it impossible
for the old days to come back. Possibly
the decline of public interest in the Wag-
ner operas was in some degree respon-
glble for this retrogression. It is mot
possible for a mere voice and art in song
to dominate the works of the German
master as they can even the most dra-

matic of the new Iulhn operas, It
was the preponderating interest in the
works of the Italian school that made
possible some of the sensationallsm in
operatic affalrs that New York has wit-
nessed in recent seasons, These con-
ditions possibly made easier the ocon-
quest of the public that has proved how
futile is the talk of “oulture” in the
face of mere sensuous beauty of voice
that puts our audiences captive at the
chariot wheels of one singer. .

Not the least olaim to distinction of
General HAZARD STEVENS, who is & free
trade candidate for Congress in the Tenth
Massachusetts distriot, is his remarkable
asoent of Mount Rainier, or Tacoma, In
August, 1870. The story of the achieve-
ment is told in a sketoh of the General
recently published:

“The fallure of a gallant oMcer, General
Avausr V, KAurz, In 1867 to reach the summit
after an attempt in which he and his party sufs
fered great hardships, led to the general belief that
It was Insurmountable. General STEVENS organ -
Ized a small party to attempt the ascent, traversed
the dense Intervening forest, and on August 17,
1870, with a single companion, Mr. P, B. Vax
TRUMP, stood upon the very summit after a climb
from the foot of the snow line of thirteen and one-
half hours. It being too late to descend that
night the dangerous snow and rock steeps, they
took refuge In the crater and were saved from
freering by the steam emitted therefrom, They
were seventeen dayson the trip, Oneof the party
broke down and was left behind, and Mr. Vax
TRUMP met with a serious hurt In descending the
mountaln.”

‘This was a wonderful feat for a day
when mountain olimbing had no litera-
ture, and special tools and equipment
were not fashioned to scale glaciers, of
which, by the way, there are fourteen on
the upper slopes of Rainier.

Mezxico is forging ghead as a coffee pro-
ducing State. Her harvest this season
is said to be about §2,000,000 pounds,
which is nearly three times as much as the
country produced last year. The Mexi-
cans have long acclaimed their coffee bean
as superior to that of Brazil in quality,
and they think they have a great advan-
tage in the fact that they are able to hunt
from sea level up the slopes to the plateau
and the mountain tops if necessary for
just the kind of climate that the coffee
shrub loves best; for Mexico's remarkable
conformation supplies her with temper-
ate, arctic and torrid conditions in most
of her latitudes.

Most of the Mexican coffee plantations
are in the zone between 2,000 and 8,000 feet
above the sea, and there they are expand-
ing and multiplying. Their Government,
always eager to promote sources of pro-
fitable industry, has favored the planters
in oonspicuous ways. It is the native
Indian that is picking and curing most of
the Mexican coffee, and the planters say
his hbor is of better quality than can be
found in the coffee regions of Brazil, ahd
that they also have the advantage of
better and cheaper means of transport
to market. With these glowing views of
his own superiority as a coffee producer,
it is not surprising that the Mexican
planter believes that the industry will
have a great future in his country.

The President holds himself at liberty to state
the facts. —Latest offictal declaration.
And his liberty in regard to the state-
ment of “facts” is of the largest.
T ———

A Presidential Precedeat.

To TEE EDITOR OF THR SUN-—Sir: In view of
the doubt expressed In many quarters as to Taft's
sbility to carry Ohlo, will Twm Sux kindly lnform
ita readers If any man has ever bees chosen Presi| -
dent 'of the United States who has falled to carry
his own State? E. H S

NEw YORE, October 16.

In 1844 James K. Polk, Democrat, of
Tennessee, recelved 59,017 votes in his home
Btate against 60,030 for Henry Clay, Whig,
the thirteen electors of President and Vice-
President from the State casting their bai-
lots for Mr. Clay, who was defeated by Mr.
Polk.

Red Tape in the Past Ofice.

To TeE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Forelgn
and city mall of the first clasals forwarded withous
delay and the postage due collected from the
addressee. Why not domestic mall, even If one
rate of postage has not been prepaid?

It seems ridiculous that a letter addressed to
Brookiyn or Staten Island bearing a one cent
stamp or no stamp on the envelope must be
rated up, marked “Held for Postage.” a record
made in proper book at office of origin, and at
the end of the day sent to the Inquiry Department,
where a card is made out and sent to the add ressee
to forward necessary postage, while another
letter malled under the same conditions and
addressed to New Zealand or China Is forwarded
at once without any record having been made,

As there Is no difference In the rates on city
and domestic mall, can those responsible for the
distinction made In the treatment give a valld
reason for the same?

It is & well known fact that the New York Post
OfMoe has always been short of clerks, and until
& few years ago It was necessary 10 work the
force from twelve to fourteen hours a day. Here
Is a chance for those In authority to please and
benefit the public and at the same time reduce
the shortage in the clerical foree by doing away
with this “short paid” farce by collecting atpoint
of destination, TREMOUNT,

Nrw Yorx, October 17,

Painful Revelationof Boston Table Etiguette

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN—Sir: “Cul-
tured Hoston™ Is a misnomer. The great bulk
of these dwellers In the Hub are cannibals at the
table. Nine out of ten in public restaurants here
convey thelr food to the mouth with a knlife—
aye, even thelr beloved beans. Almost without
exception they Ignore the handle on their cup,
and by a sleight of hand trick. In which the spoon
figures prominently, manage to pour thelr tea
down thelr throats—the latter encircled by umr
napkin,

galed () with a nolse—the Inward drawing of the
liquld and the smack of the lips. Is there
no remedy? Women are rarely offenders In this
direction, and yet they sit with these hogs and
appargntly never resent the actions of thelr
escorts. Isn't It about time that we added to
our statutes: “Sword
fine"?

BoaTrox, October 10.

TABLE MANNERS.

The Albanians,

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN-—S(r: Speaking of
the possibllity of the Duke of the Abrussl becom-
Ing King of Albany, a writer In THE SUN says that
the Albanlans are people who Ignore the laws and
need at least half a century of education and clvil-
ization. 1 desire to object in the strongest way
to this judgment on the Albanian population.

To say that the Albanlans are people without
law and nearly barbarous Is to ignore the truth
and to forget the history. The only things to
which the Albanian population Is against are
tyranny and violence. Albany has a long and
glorious history of uninterrupted epopeet a lan-
guage which is one of the oldest In the world, and
above all a long list of heroes who were such
before America was discovered.

No one has a right to call barbarous a popula-
tion who never changed heart through the chang-
ing of the events and who always had one ldeal—
Liberty. AN ALBANIAN,

New Yon x, October 17,

How to Step a Sneene,
To THRE Eprron or THE SUN—Sir: 1 observe
that one serious accideat to an automoblle |s

with a sneez¢e. Nothing but regard for human
life would induce me to Interfere with so pleasant
a titillation, but If [t Is desired to stop a sneexe
It can be done by pressing the finger on the upper

Iip just below the bridge of the nose, 1f a.y one
doubts let him try It DUNDRRARY,
NEw Yonrk, October 17.

Eve's Daughters.
Khicker—It Is startling the way thai woman
van dispose of her hips.
Bocker—Well, she was miade of a Mb
rib In the Ars!, place

l

One turns away with a shudder only to be re«

swallowers beware: $10

asoribed to the preoccupation of the chaufleur f

MINE AND TOBPIDO

A Confederate OmMoet's Daring Use of
Them in the Clvil War,

To Tax Eprror or Tae Sun—~8ir; I have
lately recelved a oopy of “Bubmarine Boats,
Mines, Torpedoes,” by Commander M, F.
Bueter, Royal Navy, 1907, in which he, as
well as others who have undertaken similar
works, seems to Ignore almost entirely the
part ukon by the Confederate States in
torpedo warfare, that arm of warfare which

means of coast defence existing, and may
become one of the greatest in offence.

I may begin with the assertion that to
the Confederate States of North America,
1801-85, was due the first successful wnll-
cation of torpedoes in time of war, [t was
the department under my command that
first used the electric submarine mine suc-
cessfully and made the only successful use
of the offensive torpedo Without the loss of
the attacking party,

The intelligéent sgcreury of the Navy of
the Confederate States, Stephen R. Mallory,
who had been a United States Senator and
chalrman of the Committes on Naval Af-
fairs for many years, saw very early In the
civil war that we required every means
which civilization would permit to defend
ourselves against an enemy many times
our superior in numbers and resources, and
so his attention was given to torpedoes.
Every idea or invention from whatever
source was eagerly seized upon and tested.
Captain M. F. Maury, “the geographer of
the sea,” was placed in command of torpedo
experiments, with myself as his assistant,
but our efforts at first were crude and ex-
perimental for want of means, Captain
Maury was soon detached and ordered to
Europe and I was placed in command ef
the corps,

Up to this time electricity as applied to
the explosion of submarine mines was very
little understood, and our leading man in
electrical matters, the chief of the Confed-
erate Btates telegraph departmept, Dr.
Morris, could give no information, and dep-
recated the idea of making experiments
which he considered ocould have no favor-
able results. The best that Maury was
enabled to do with the means at his com-
mand was In the use of a Wollaston battery,
which required thirty-six gallons of dilute
sulphuric acid to explode a charge a short
distance off, with the best of conducting
cable. One can imagine the clumsiness and
ineMclency of such means.

No tanks bad been designed or con-
structed especially for mines. Old boilers
and such like, picked up at fandom and
without cables and anchors, were placed
in the river, but the freshets rolled them
over and took them down stream, breaking
connections, &c¢,

But all this was owing to our imperfect
means and the determined opposition of
some and the sneering indifference of others
to torpedo warfare in general, except Mr.
Mallory.

When 1 took charge of the work my
frignds begged me to give it up and go
aboard ship. “It wasn't worthy.of a good
officer to engage in such nonsense.” “Tor-
pedo warfare had never been successful.”
“It wasn't right to waste the material of
our poor country in such more than doubt-
ful experiments,” &c. Whenever I called
on the Chief of Ordnance for powder he
would not receive me. It was only by a
positive written order from Mr, Mallory
that I could obtain powder. Captain Maury
did not have time to make experiments to
test the effect of gunpowder of different
kinds at different depths, or in fact any ex-
periments as such at all. He only placed
the tanks, but what he did do was to show
the necessity for elaborate experiments and
designs.

It was with these facta in view that 1 gave
all that was best in me to study the ques-
tion. I brought to bear some mechanical
talent, for I had invented a boat apparatus

| for saving life at sea which the United
| States Congress by unanimous vote had
| purchased.

I was young, energetlc, strong
and healthy,

When I had worked out the best plan I
could devise It was submitted to Becretary
Mallory and approved by him. I have no
means, In this remote, secluded region
where I now live, of giving plans or even
fllustrations in order that the publie in
general may understand my experiments.
Moreover my object in this letter Is only
to prove, in the interests of history, my
claim to having been the first to make
electrical torpedo mines successful in actual
warfare, and to give some unknown but im-
portant facts of history in relation thereto.

The electrical mines (tanks) which
were used by the Confederacy, and their
fixtures, were made in the Tredegar works
in Richmond, according to specisal designs.
Anchors were attached to these mines
so that they never moved when placed,
For a depth of five to six fathoms they
contained 1,800 pounds of rifla powder,
The insulated cable had to be brought
through the blockade at great risk and
expense, and frequeni losses stopped the
work. After many experiments, a gal-
vanic battery was designed ocapable of
exploding a mine at any reasonable dis-
tance and which one man could carry from
station to station under his arm. The
discarded Wollaston battery weighed
upward of a ton.

In the month of May, 1864, evenu [
curred which bad an important bearing

pon the war, and belon( to hlstory The

noot of Rea: Admiral 8 Lee, U, B. N, was
coming up the James River accompanied
by transports with stores, &o., to cooperate
with General B, F,
Drewry's Bluff, the “key to Richmond.”
I had had warning through our signal
corps, and suspecting that some of the
many negroes prowling about the region,
and who knew of mv having pla mlnu
in the river, would inform the fleet, I

the wires and galvanic battery lhmed
over to the other side of the river and to
a swampwhere the enemy would not suspect

anything.
“F he flest npmouchzs dragging for
mines, and with an armed party maroling
along the nhoro uupportl g thg launches,
Presently the fleet st p03 0!
what conditions they were approaching
and sent the Commodore Jones ahead to
explore., She was permitte pass over
(ho nsllnel by us, u"vo ";u;hej to get th
a or a monitor, bu
do?n Enin Thereupon Mr. Powrrgmlth
{ York River, Va., one of he bravest men
? have ever met, ntkp 0 wires, b -
lleving it would t chln when
the Commordore Jones wag over t mlno
awain, closed the circuit and effected a co
plete ‘destruction in the presence of t o
whole fleet,
And now comes the most important
of this event., Had it been om) the e-
%l.ructlon of a aunbon the inc

ovo‘v'-i. bult thot fleet, which vn

In up e river to sup

‘\:{lr:r in hll fam g:g ash on ??Ic d° i‘
media ely rop own again & d

not get so up the river agdin for

nlne days.

attack and was badly defeated

186 the zunner fromthe D wry.mun

bat'orﬁmkeptupu estructive reu n hi

which they could not have ad the
fleot passed the mines,

pa

Mr. Mallory, Becreta of the Navp,
wrote é‘ of thlo ."r{ “Your repulse
of the erl mn 8 of submarine
eleotrical minea l! ottom [where
Ount crossed over t rnbux: after-
ward hr uvod m tu&
ther on o romnrl vuy consi
ered your torpedo di vwon oqu to any

diyision in our arm
{.hke mmg'l nnotgor poor Confederate.

after the \u{l felt too disgusted with overy
thing nnd new the folly of Iny writin
about the war, 8o the foro facu

bollovo have nn er bom

cwu n punu
slight oommcnt He mw have seen the
connection of f 1 suspect he did n t
want to ncknow ¥e the repulse of a F

eral fleet and an l'm\y corps as dus to one

N:vnl Hlltory of tho

‘o ra
mllzo tho nluho l m tho cvont

C o work
orre ” uo 276 calls’ t v de-

tha ‘y engm ooonrTed oro J.R‘onno‘n Rl.\,oyr'.

whic! do rlvultorlu pocu liar importance
and prloal inte

ir,
Istory oT the

A hort time after rul of t e
Podo:.l fleet and vheu .1! la
river below own

with a ﬂu of truce f Tuﬂm or com-

unlendg. wlth a truce
"t,utﬂ::‘ gred below lh 1 (h&ulht
m
Ourvrl-f when turn{nl a bouf A
suddenly I oamo upon ¢ am.

ﬂv
in
Iy,
B SR e m'é

{

3 “."’ ! S R

to-day has developed Into the greatest |.n4q

Butler in an attack on | 4

ubt as to |

ont muht |

t fleet with transports repulsed
ﬂgltrlo ?. submarine mines! Butler |
mudo de

I roundod

na Irl'

w ll
t & message from th? Admlrnl
that I was “ens
uz he Xh'nouo no l:;um.c'o warfare, -

v
3’? ':uon:xo ovm llll would not r.r:"n‘t.

[}
-lowl
oeg.:'r. thlng ‘p:rﬂogl;‘l" ly Amliu. thu’;
slx mont 3 t%o l-urul gunboats were
"*ho 3:1 nt‘x m nl l.hou ht me -Tmu
é llht
lrilft for
at tKo do night cleep nl

for re h nl od derle
N unarm

Dt '“" A“xr.‘t‘l:le‘ :ul historlan, as

gue con erence depnounced

‘an as “inhuman lm{omel.

e out to mo

not broach the subject of

A pe 'inc el ll{ the work of

omm nnot

el nking nm "o dupm- 5 ‘spirit v of
w the Confederates.

to lnvo one to Infer that the

‘ontederlm inyented eleotrical submarine
ines, but he ou not say so. e mis-
n‘ es and says the mines
‘“"‘ 0 l l and, but he never falls

nd facts if they relate
e appears to be

a poor historian.
torpedo warfare

zg meut Bn nmu

e
wollu on torpedoes, but
In Rno Om&noh

Co m Bueter, 1907, bod a plain op-
137 wmothln. lnltruouvo
bout. torpfx d com
tho Con orn 806 Admlr Pom“
lltory o the Civil War,”
413-4). but gives the shortest l Ic
notloo of wlut the Con!odeutol d with

offensive torpedoes, . while (on 8..
211-2) tn goes into detall about the h-
T, leaves o reader to sup-
poco that that was exooK %’d The facts
are that my attack on t innesota (flag-
ship) ocou fore Cu-hin{o destruo-
uon of the Ralolch andut him the exampl o.

Yet Commander Sueter puts Cushing's

t«rk before mine, and gives mlno bu
Elu ng notlce, 1h 0

ad to 10 upward

undred mllu ouuldo our lines on n rlvor
tro by Federal }gunboau and to pass
ulh e whole 1:! fleet clou to

y many of them before I re
11 D lunuou. She was well
ted nn unboat guarding her,
attached to her Marn

sowollufh .m

e was well proru-
for defence, ut owlnl to the cowardice of
thoao on the su ésot m t was not pur-
sued, as could an choud ave been done,
for after the explosion of the torpedo agalinst
the Minnesota two of the gunboat's men
suddenly appeared on deck, and I, fore-
noolnl a chase, fl my revolver at them.
They disappeared wlthout even Iettlnsdu
thelr line, as they i le time to do,
when (. boat dbnc off from the
Minneso Our single c‘llndor engine
caught on the centre, and there we had to
wdt. about ﬂnygnm off, und r the tnl-

re, until gineer Wris t crlwl
rktot o engine ln the dark and pulled her
off the centre. For t ls ct of bravery he

was promoted two es, As we shot
ahead dou to the cu% n I did not ree a
man on her deck @ marines of the
frigate peppered us all over., There was
hnrdly a nqum foot op the little boat not
a bullet, on my hat and clothes

wem per 31‘ But no damage what-
ever was don oxeopt the breaking of my

left thumb, which occurred in this way:
a shot from a big gun passing close under
and lmlna our stern hieh out of the water,
I was throw n%.lmt the Iron shield over
t ® man M t elm with such force that

e thum ;m' extended han
Thllmtleu i three-sixteenthes of an Inch,
ovor ong man. was the only protection we

e boat differed in no sense from
uny other nmm launch except as to her
torpedo pole, &c,

Beliaving that we would be pursued up
the river I thouaht t would he best to
throw the enemy off the scv;xt if poasible,
and so instead of steering directly toward

me we atee in the opoosite direction,

t is toward Norfolk, and turned around
!or home when out of sight. In this way

succeeded in throwing them off the scent,

e hid in the creek, unshipped the funnel,
tnd covere the boat with branches in the
day time, veral times we saw the Fed.
eral gunboats behind us. This was the
only lnltonco during the war that I know
of where ‘nllm torpedoes were used
rucoou ully without the loss of the attack-
ng

It wlll ‘naturally be asked why, if the
foregoing _statements are correot, Mr,
Jefferson Davis never once montlons Cap-
tain Davidson’s name or alludes 'to any-
thlnl he did during the war in his “Rise
ung Fall of the Confederate States.”

resident Davis to nominate me for
my first prom tion by Congress, “for gal-
lantry, " ater to nominate me again
as the v.tr ended.
ho was Seon‘lu

rautr) of ir K’

was broken.

1 know Mr. Davia when
of “ r. and sometime
*% ayy in esident Pierce's
Cabinet, a ter when he was Senator, at
tho time my invention or saving life at

by the Government.
L)hnd ll-ms wit muoh stuntlon to Mr,
avis when he

nate, for 1
311 :3» n( Inurnt in our great

men an

as a leader in :mt

ed my opinion of him

affairs. One day,
unfortunately, In private conversation
ugt as our war was commencing I said to
A friend, “We will never succeed with
Mr. Davis as President,” | know thn this
remark came to his ears,

On two lons durln. the war he
treated me with marked discourtesy, al-
thouxh on one of these occasions General

was present and treated me with
kindness. When

resident Davis heard
of the .ka on t

Minnesota he merely
o:elnlmrd h, why didn't he blow

er up?” W he e heard of the ropulse
of the Federal fleet on the James River he
made no comment whatever,

In his "Rlno and Fall of the Confederate
States™ Mr, Davis never alludes to my ser-
vices, but praisea Oenernl Raines, whem he
favored in every Poulbln JHut_whose
onla porformlm‘e l wll escribe. General

Raipes had put Into the James River float-
ing spar torpedoes with sensitive fuses,
anchored just under the surface. In mev-
eral official communications I had warned

Becretary Mnllon' against these torpedoes
as dange onl alike to friend and foe, but he
ha to ) eld to the President's orders

ust as the war was clonlnz the (‘onfeder-
ate veml Shultz nin of truoe
waa sent down from R on vnh
Federal prisoners on bcnrziP puu»d
General Ines's torpedoes all riltht goin
down and the 700 denl prisoners escuped'
bu on remrnlnt ¢ struck the spar tor-
(}» own to pleeea “gnt a
wl (hem wo!H have been in the North
if tho Bhuln ha ulruol( that torpedo goln
own, Bhe was but a shell of & boat.
probnbly nine- nthl the Podernlofﬂcera
ond men wo l vo been killed—-mur-
red. Nor Davis mention the
l#.l"ll? f nnm of General, Raines
in the Florida mlnole war with torpedoes
and sensitive fuses, concealed under blan-
kets to attraot -nd ‘catoh the Indians. But
ho blur was b nd tho lndunn cmuht

I ith
conulderoﬁ' 8:& W yac.  Hewe

paitive fuse d hl
ex rlmonu nnonlrended dlus' .:sly ’
his bool

? warfare ‘Mr. Davis gays in
n arpedo warfare all that was
COLRSATY WAS A eml ohn of gunpowaer and
a unant ve mgl ﬂ"

Alter tha p lcauon of Mr,
and F. wrote a Pollte letter to him call-
ing his qttontlon his omissions. His
reply to me was far from being ingenuous.

A recent article in a so-called scientific
journal of Naw \ork that is a ‘ponlatent
enemy of the torpedo gives u# food for
reflection. After endeavoring to prove
that the torpedo does not hold its own
against the gun, that Journ;l remarks that
in time of war fleats will not a proach the
coast and take unnecessary r?aks What
an evident oon!udlcuon. and what a trib-
ute to the torpedo!

Loo! s?hsck over the forty-four years
since the Federal fleet was repulsed on the
James River by electrical mines and notlnv
their firat eﬂecuve use in time of wa
must believe th ot the development of the
torpedo has fully kent pace with the devel-
opment of the battleship. What nation
woul due to dispense with the torpedo

1 torpod do nothing more than keep

the enemy off our coast, what an incalcu-
gblo assistance to ourdefoncoa they will be.
ut the tormdo is destined lay an aotive

rt in % ffensive warfare. MDre than- half

he we-t er at sea wlll bo nmooth Tnouzh to

d ‘u' °3¢ i b 'z'"

action e

;un but wﬂl o rg g0 doun with the Inﬁmct

ave

volume II.)
Davis's “Rise

a torned been a firm be

n torpodo%o‘ offensive and defensive, '.'.?K&'
1862 d m more nroportlonuu-ly in
ovidonoo to than ever. Thepe is too
a%g um Ity in the Hnluo confer-
[ .

i PRI
“Carry the war into Afrioa,* ied:
H UNTRR Dulmou

PIRAYO, Paraguay, S8eptember

Profitable Mussel Gathering.
From the Indianapolls News.

Owing to low water the mussel gathering In-
dustry on the Indiana side of the Wabash River
west of Owensville has been more profitable this
scason than at any period In the past. Those en-
gaged In the business assert that $30,000 worth of
pearis have been taken from the bed of the river
this season. Thisincludea a territory only thirty
mliles Jong on the Indlana side,

Mussel shells are now selling for 818 a ton, and
there is a ready demand for them from the many-
facturers of pearl buttons. One hundred and
slzty tons were shipped from Grayville to an
lowa factory this week.

For This Rellef. Much Thanliks.
Enlcker—Roosevelt will dellver several Jeo-
tures abroad.
‘Bocker—Abroad? Thank goodnesst

QUI'STIONS FOR GOVERNOR
HUGHES TO ANSWER.

To rax Eprron or THE SUN—Hir The
State of New York will soon be the de-
olsive area of confliot between the rival
candidates for the White House in Wagh
ington as well as the Executive Mans!m
at Albany. 1t is fitting that New York
be decisive. She has a tenth of the popu.
lation of the United States. She will
probably cast in November more than an

eighth of the whole popular vote and
89 of the 483 electoral votes. She is fore-
most of the States in capital employed in
production, in number of wage earners,
in wages paid and in value of produnu.
Excepting on farms, a great part of the
vast enterprises have been conducted by
corporations. Governor Hughes (a.
clared that in New York there is to hg
henceforth a campaign of questions and
answerd. He has already addressed to
his rival, Mr, Chanler, & long series of
Inquiries to which he says he must have
unevasive replies. His conundrums oen-
tre chiefly around Btate corporations and
racetrack betting. The first is much the
more important, inasmuch as it has a
national aspeot. It concerna Congrees
as well as the Legislature at Albany,

Governor Hughes made quite a good
point when he asked why New York
Democrats commended the public servies
commission for Washington and cone
demned it for Albany. That inquiry
touches for New York a turning poing
of the national! and State campaign.

What is the constitutional relation, in
the opinion of Governor Hughes, between
Congress and the corporations of New
York?

Does Governor Hughes think that Con«
gress can impart to the President or an
administrative commission as much con«
trol over any New York ocorporations as
the New York Legislature had imparted
to the Governor or the Public Service
Commission over those same New York
ocorporations? Why not?

Does Governor Hughes regard a New
York corporation as divisible, so that it
is a State corporation while doing inter-
state busineas, but a Federal corporation
while engaged in interstate commeroe?

‘Will Governor Hughes frankly tell the
voters whether or not he concurs in the
opinion of President Roosevelt that a
New York corporation while doing in-
terstate business is national, so that Con-
gress can not only regulate its conduct of
that commerce, but its organization, ita
directors, its capitalization, its shares
and bonds, and generally its financing?
If he does, then what is left to New York? |

Does Governor Hughes favor legisla-
tion by Congress to control the emission
of shares and bonds by New York corpor-
ations, as the Chicago platform requires?

Does Governor Hughes commend legis-
lation by Congress to prohibit a New York
corporation, partnership or individual
from doing business with Pennsylvania
and New Jersey on the south, Vermont,
Massachusetts and Cannecticut on the
east, unless under a Federal charter or
license, as Roosevelt and Bryan insist?

Does Governor Hughes claim that Con-
gress has the same power, as Republicans
so generally argue, to prohibit New York
corporations from doing business with
those States, that it has to prevent them
by a tariff, embargo and other means from
doing foreign commerce with Canada on
the north?

Does Governor Hughes really believe
that Congress has the right to charter
national corporations in aid of inter-
state commerce and empower them to
carry on praduction and exchange in Now'
York?

What does Governor Hughes endeavor
in the present campaign to teach New
York voters to regard as the line of di-
vision and jurisdiction between Congresa
and New York over the franchises, or-
ganization and internal management of
New York corporations?

1If Mr. Chanler shall push Governor
Hughes to answer ocategorically thoee
questions and set forth the reasons, the
Governor may be kept busy therewith
till the next voting day.

A Business Maw,

New Yors, October 17.

Strikes in Germany.

The elghth annual report of the German Im-
perial Statistical Bureau shows that Germany
suffered 8,328 labor strikes In 1008, affecting 16,-
246 establishments, In which €83,580 workers were
employed, of whom 272,218 were actually strikers,
The report states that only 613 of the 8,325 strikes
were successful and that 1,217 were utter fallures,
Some sort of compromise was arranged In the
other 1,408 cases. Qnly 12 per cent. of the strik«
ers, representing 105 of the establishments
affected, were engaged In successful strikes, says
the report as quoted by the United States Bureau
of Labor

The chief causes of the strikes were:

For Increase of wages I IO L X AT LM
For reduction of hoursof work. ............. B4
For relnstatement of discharged employees, 612
For extra pay forovertime. ............oouus 3
For other causes affecting wages. .. .. e ehes e

For Saturday halfhollday...........cooevines
Agalnst reduction of wages.. ... ............ w

In the elght years 1509 to 1000 the strikes each
year and the number of workers In the estab-

lishments affected were:
Number of Numberof

$ear. Strikes, Workers,
IBB.  iioieaevnncas AL LYY, . 1,088 250,859
I000. cccveenroranonsacniones 1.488 28,510
1008, .ooviecnnvionis eeorsene « 1,008 141,220
AO0B. sessnesnesersrsesisens s 1,060 181,089
$00B. . ovesisniviosovnesnies 1,574 194,633
1004, (coviserrnncrinn seonaves 1,870 273,384
1008, oo oaes saemssesssesgnns 2,408 776,054
BO0B. (seviosiranerisovannaisn 3,528 688,559

Totals for elght years ..., 13,812 2,763,508

Only 18.4 per cent, of the strikes fully suoceeded
in 1807, while 36.6 per cent. completely faild,
The direct and indirect loss toghe workers a1
others on that showing of strikes Is beyond cou

;,iuuon.

Texas Cattle for Brazil.
From the Baltimore American.

“There seems to be some likelihood that Brarll
will come to Texas for her cattle, and the feasl-
bllityy of such a p'an Is now belng looked Into.”
sald W, H. Elliston of Texas. “The son of the
Brazillan Minister of Agriculture Is now In Texad
seeking Information on the subject. He has &l
ready stated that he considers Texas cattic th
best to Import for breeding and other purposes.

“The question of Texas fever has come to b
a formidable menace to the cattle raising busl
ness In Brazll, That country imports annually
from Europe many thourands of head of catti*
which not only cost more than the Texas animais
would cost dellvered at the ports of entry but
the climasic conditions are so different and the
danger of Infection with Texas fever so great
that the loss from disease Is very heavy. Tne
matter has become an lmportant one with the
Iimporters and breeders of Brazil., The cattis
of Texas have shown that they can easily be ac
climatized In Brazil, this being explained by the
fact that there Is not mush differcuce between
the temperature of the two sections.”

Keynote from the Plane.
From the Musical Age.

For the first vime In fourteen months we are
enabled to repdtt a marked Improvement In the
national plano market. This movement |s gen-
eral, and while no prediction can be made as to
Its duration the fact that every grade of Instro-
ments s moving may be taken as an Indication
that the beginning of the revival Is here.

The Ex-Presidential Yacht.
Noah surveyed the Ark.
“Think what sport Roosevelt would have bY

ohartering this ship,” he cried,

Herewith he drove the animals aboard.

Ne Caelos.
Landlady—WIll you take tea or coffes!

Boarder— Whichever you call i o
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